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Tuesday, July 14, 2020 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will 
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  As the pace of new 
information and changes has slowed and out of respect for the volume of 
everyone’s communications, we will be changing the frequency of our 
newsletter to once per week. 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
 
COVID-19 Statistics 
 Total Cases Total Deaths Total Recovered Total Tested 
Worldwide 13,070,590 572,428 7,228,660 No Data 
United States 3,363,056 135,605 1,031,939 41,004,275 
New Jersey 175,522 15,560 31,261 1,700,385 
New York 402,263 32,395 71,643 4,724,882 
 
Connecticut 47,510 4,371 8,351 589,318 
Information as of 7/14/20 at 0200 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
 Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
 Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to 
identify strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
 Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on 
public health emergencies including pandemics. 
 Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better 
address preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of 
high-fidelity simulation in medical education while finding new focus on 
pandemic-related research projects. 
 Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control 
for frontline responders in the hospital and in the field. 
 Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions 
regarding public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and 
healthcare response.  
 Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, 





 Since December 2019, fraudulent sales of personal protective equipment (PPE) — 
particularly N95 and KN95 filtering facepiece respirators (FFRs) — have increased. This fact 
sheet provides an overview of key practices and resources to help consumers to understand 
approved and authorized use of respirators, to avoid purchasing fraudulent products, and to 
report fraud or potentially fraudulent distributors, resellers, or other suppliers. 
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/07/08/respirators-healthcare-during-covid-19-
authorized-use-avoiding-fraudulent  
 The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced its commitment to extend debt 
relief to Veterans adversely impacted by COVID-19 to the end of 2020 by suspending certain 
debt collection actions. The department recognizes Veterans and beneficiaries are still being 
greatly impacted by the coronavirus prompting the extension of financial relief. 
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5485  
 
The White House 
The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has unveiled 
Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on the advice of 
public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when reopening their 
economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect American lives.  
 
View the Guidelines and obtain additional information regarding Opening Up America Again: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/  
 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 
HHS Announces Over $4 Billion in Additional Relief Payments to Healthcare Providers Impacted 













HHS, DOD Collaborate with Novavax to Produce Millions of COVID-19 Investigational Vaccine 





HHS, DOD Collaborate with Regeneron on Large-Scale Manufacturing Demonstration Project of 





National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
 







United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-
emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19  
 FDA Issues Daily Update for July 13, 2020, including FDA-authorized 175 tests 














Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html  
For daily updates of cases in United States, please visit: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
 
CDC’s updated weekly COVID-19 surveillance report: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html  
 
CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html  
 
CDC’s guidance on Contact Tracing: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing.html  
 
Updated CDC’s Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/faq.html  
 
Updated CDC COVID-19 forecasts: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-
data/forecasting-us.html  
 
CDC guidance on staffing resources: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/staffing.html 
 





To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19: 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19  
 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 













 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced that New York State will decide whether 
schools will reopen in the fall during the first week of August. New York State is now 
consulting with stakeholders on guidance,. Plans to reopen schools are due on July 
31. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-new-york-state-
will-decide-fall-school-reopening-during-first-week  
 Beginning July 10, malls in New York State can open in regions that have entered 
Phase IV of reopening if they have implemented an enhanced Heating, Ventilation 
and Air Conditioning - or HVAC - filtration system and follow proper ventilation 
protocols. HVAC systems will be required to include filters with a Minimum Efficiency 
Reporting Value - or MERV - rating of which filters out the COVID-19 virus, but can, 
if the system makes additional protections, run on a minimum MERV of 11. 
Ventilation protocols include increased outdoor air, reduced air circulation, longer 
system run times and frequent filter checks.  
 During a press briefing with Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms, Governor Cuomo 
announced that New York State will deploy testing and contact tracing teams to 
Atlanta as the city continues to experience an increase in the number of COVID-19 
cases. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-new-york-
state-will-deploy-testing-and-contact-tracing-teams-atlanta  
 Governor Cuomo announced new, data-driven guidance for reopening schools in 
New York State. Schools in a region can reopen if that region is in Phase IV of 
reopening and if its daily infection rate remains below 5 percent or lower using a 14-
day average since unPAUSE was lifted. Schools will close if the regional infection 
rate rises above 9 percent, using a 7-day average, after August 1. New York State 
will make the formula determination during the week of August 1 to 7. New York 
State, the Reimagine Education Advisory Council and the Department of Health 




New York State Department of Health (DOH) 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home  
 
The latest information about COVID-19 testing: https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-
testing#overview 
List of positive cases by county in New York State, please visit the COVID-19 tracker: 
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-
Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n  
NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update:https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-health-
provider-webinar  
New York State’s Regional Monitoring Dashboard regarding the seven metrics needed to 
reopen: https://forward.ny.gov/regional-monitoring-dashboard 






 Governor Phil Murphy signed Executive Order No. 163, which requires individuals to 
wear face coverings in outdoor public spaces when it is not practicable to socially 
distance and keep a six-foot distance from others, excluding immediate family 
members, caretakers, household members, or romantic partners, except where 
doing so would inhibit that individual’s health, where the individual is under two 
years of age, or in situations where individuals cannot feasibly wear a face covering, 
such as when eating or drinking at outdoor dining areas. 
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-163.pdf  
 Governor Murphy signed Executive Order No. 165, which lifts 50 percent capacity 
limits on NJ TRANSIT and private-carrier buses, trains, light rail vehicles and Access 
Link vehicles, and now requires that NJ TRANSIT and private-carriers limit vehicles 




 As of July 8, all campgrounds at Connecticut State Parks have opened for the 2020 
season. Due to the pandemic and help maintain social distancing, all campers are 
required to make reservations in advance of their stay. Walk-in campers will not be 
permitted this season. Campers are also reminded to wear a face covering when coming 
into their office to check in for their reserved campsite. https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/State-
Parks/Camping/Camping---CT-State-Parks-and-Forests  
 Executive Order No. 7GGG enacted with the following provisions: 
o Authorization for temporary rental housing program: Authorizes the creation of a 
rental housing assistance program Governor Lamont announced late last 
month. 
o Temporary mortgage relief program: Authorizes the creation of a mortgage 
assistance program Governor Ned Lamont announced late last month. 
o Online continuing education for plumbers and electricians: Extends until 
December 31, 2020 the deadline for electricians and plumbers to complete 
continuing education requirements and permits electricians and plumbers to 
renew their licenses within existing deadlines notwithstanding their failure to 








Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 
 
As COVID-19 Cases Surge Throughout the Country, NYBC Calls on Recovered New Yorkers to 




New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)  
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov /site/doh/covid/covid-19-prov iders.page  
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19: Restart for Businesses: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-businesses-and-facilities.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s Reopening NYC FAQs: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-reopening-nyc-faq.pdf  
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated summary regarding quarantine, isolation and transmission: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-quarantine-precautions.pdf 
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated FAQs for health care providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-faqs.pdf 
 
The NYC 2020 Health Alert #21 Help Prevent Heat-Related Illness and Death Among Heat-
Vulnerable People During the COVID-19 Pandemic: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/han/alert/2020/covid-19-heat-illness.pdf 
 
Westchester County Department of Health 
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus 
 





Putnam County Department of Health 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health 
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information 
 





For the latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital 
Association that covers hospitals in the tri-state area: 
https://www.gnyha.org/ 
 
The latest information on agency prevention and treatment guidance:  
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/  
 
The updated GNYHA Public Health Agency Supply Management Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance-2/ 
 
Updated GNYHA Public Health Surge Planning Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/agency-surge-planning-guidance/ 
 




Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
Faculty News: 





Sean Patrick Wengerter, M.D., clinical assistant professor of surgery 
 
Benefits of Yoga & Ayurveda during the COVID 19 Pandemic 
Yoga and Health 
2020 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fai6jeG7geEIXNs_XmTF-_Izyn2igG5_/view 
Padmini Murthy, M.D., M.P.H., M.S., M.Phil., CHES, professor of public health and global 
health director and clinical assistant professor of family and community medicine 
  




Neil W. Schluger, M.D., the Barbara and William Rosenthal Chair of the Department of 
Medicine effective 7/13/2020 
 
Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 








New York Medical College 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
7 Dana Road Suite 511 
Valhalla, New York 10595 
914-594-1750 
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
